
1. Literature Criticism Online: What it is and how do I use it? 

2. Literature Criticism Online is a database that collects excerpts of literary criticism.  There are 

several ways to use this source.  You can get a general idea about what many critics think about 

a particular work of literature.  You can read an excerpt of criticism to see if you want to read 

the entire piece.  You need to check with your professor before you cite directly from this 

source.  Different professors have different policies. 

3. To search Literature Criticism Online, type in your search terms in the search box. 

4.   

5. Click where it says Search. 

6. You can search within your results by typing additional terms in the Limit Search by box. 

7.   

8.  At the top of the screen you can see the Literature Criticism that was found, you can click where 

it says View all 264 to look at the entire list of results. 

9.   

10.   

11.   

12. Let’s look at Beowulf, Gold-Luck and God’s Will.  Notice that under the title there is a brief 

abstract about the contents of the excerpt.  If you want to read the excerpt, click on the title. 

13. This will take you to the excerpt.  The excerpt you are interested in is highlighted in blue.  Our 

initial search term is highlighted in green.  If you need to make the page bigger, you can adjust 

the size by clicking on the page percentage drop down menu and choosing a different 

percentage. 

14. You can also select the Fullscreen  link on the left hand side of the screen,  

15. and get to a full screen image of the page. 

16.   

17.   

18. If you want to read a PDF version of the excerpt, click on the download icon on the right side of 

the screen, it looks like a piece of paper with a downward pointing arrow on it. 

19. You will be given options to just choose the current page, or selected pages.  Select the button 

for Selected Pages then click the download button. 

20. This will download a PDF version of the article for you to read.  

21.   

22.   

23.   

24. You can also select the Citation Tools icon which looks like a piece of paper with a wrench on it. 

25. This will show you how to cite the excerpt in MLA and APA style.  You can also download the 

information to Refworks. 

26.   

27.   

28.  


